
	Title
	Using the Library Catalog

	Due Date
	Due Tuesday

	Where to Post
	Click on "New Post" button above and type your response in the space provided below. 
Click Save.

	Subject
	Your Name - Library Catalogs

	Points
	5

	Criteria
	· On time, posted in correct place with correct subject line. Correct grammar, spelling, and usage
· Lists 3 books with title, author, library call number, and date of publication
· Lists at least 3 subject headings you found
· Describes your experience searching two different library catalogs (identify which ones), and notes any problems or observations about searching for books on your topic.

	Objective
	Use a library catalog to identify books that may be useful for your research


Step One: Reading
1. Click Finding Books Tutorial to better understand the library catalog.
2. Watch the video at http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/clip/tutorials/gen_search_terms.htm, called Generating Search Terms.  If this link does not work, copy and paste it into your browser
Step Two: Assignment
The purpose of this assignment is to use a library catalog to identify books for your research. Searching a library catalog can also help you find key terms and subject terms you might be able to use in other databases. Write down keywords that you come across as you search. For this assignment, search the catalog for the library you plan to visit for the Academic Library Visit assignment. Use keywords to search the library catalog for:
· Books that might be useful for your Pathfinder.
· Other subject headings that might be good for your research topic and lead to better books.
Please note that you will visit an academic library this week. For the catalog at the library you will visit, be sure to write down the information on your three best books so that you can find them easily during your visit to the library. Plan to check out a few useful books related to your topic.
Write down
1. The author, title, place, publisher and date, and call number for each of the 'best' three books you find.
2. The three 'best' subject headings used to describe the contents of these books.
Try a second Library Visit the library catalog of another library. Repeat the process described above. It's fine to use the Seattle Community College Library, but it may be more useful if you can search one closer to home. For example, if I were in the Spokane area, I would want to search both the Spokane Community Colleges and the local public libraries (Spokane Public and Spokane County). 
Click Search Other Libraries to find online library catalogs of other libraries.
Step Three: Put together the following information ...
1. Post a list of three books and include the author, title, place, publisher and date and call number for each book.
2. Include a list of three subject headings you identified.
3. Describe your experience searching two different library catalogs (identify which ones).
4. Include a statement of how effective you found your search to be.
5. Note any problems or observations about searching for books using subject headings.
Step Four:  Post your assignment below.

