
	
	

	Title
	Selecting Information Sources

	Due Date
	Due Monday

	Where to Post
	Click on "New Post" button above and type your response in the space provided below. 
Click Save.

	Subject
	Your Name / Selecting Information Sources

	Points
	5

	Criteria
	· All sections of the assignment are complete.
· The assignment demonstrates critical thinking and relates your topic to the different information options.

	Objective
	Using information about the information cycle and different types of information, begin to identify what each source of information will contribute to your research.


Step One:
Reading:  Evaluating Information
Step Two:  
Using what you have learned from reading about information cycles (Week 2 Publication Cycles) and how they relate to the format and location of a publication, begin to identify what each kind of information source will contribute to your research. Apply the evaluation criteria list we developed in Week 2 (Week 2 Evaluating Information Sources). 
Keeping in mind your topic, write a 3-5 sentences paragraph for each of the following sections that addresses the information types listed below. Your comments should explain the kind of information you would expect to find and why you expect that type of information. You will need to have thoroughly done the reading for this week to succeed in this assignment!
Reference:
· Describe the kinds of information about your topic that you might find in the reference section of a library. List 3 questions about your research topic that could be answered by reference books.
Books:
· Explain how books could help with your selected research topic. Explain when and why you would use them.
· Explain the advantages and disadvantages of books for your particular topic.
Periodicals:
· Describe the kind of information you'd expect to find in periodical literature. Note who might be writing about your topic and why. List 2 questions about your research topic that could be answered by periodical literature.
· Explain the advantages and disadvantages of periodicals for your particular topic .
· Determine the nature of information and type of periodical needed to answer the questions.
Non-Print:
· Show how non-print materials (audiovisual, interviews, etc.) could help with your selected research topic.
· Explain possible advantages and disadvantages for your particular topic.
World Wide Web:
· What unique kinds of information does the Web offer to support research in your selected topic?
· Describe challenges of research and evaluation you might expect as you research your topic on the Web. For example: Will you find too much information or not enough? Could the information be too simplistic? Might it be too technical? Biased? Could the information be buried inside government databases?
Step Three:
Write 3-5 sentences for each type of information source.  Post your paragraphs below.

